
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 5

   DATE: April 6, 2001

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Developments and Activities 
Ending on March 30, 2001

   FROM: William E. Muno, Director
Superfund Division

     TO: David A. Ullrich
Acting Regional Administrator

Bharat Mathur
Acting Deputy Regional Administrator

The activities listed below are organized by site-specific
activities and training/conferences:

SITE-SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES

Emergency Removal Action, Lorain County Mercury Spill, Lorain
County, Ohio

The Lorain County Mercury Spill response includes the communities
of Sheffield Lake, Sheffield Village, Elyria, Lorain, Fairview
Park, and Oberlin in Ohio.  A total of 8 schools, 4 buses, 2
vans, and 47 private residencies were affected.  On March 21,
2001, a student at the Lorain County Joint Vocational School
stole approximately 5 fluid ounces of elemental mercury from the
chemistry laboratory.  On the bus ride home, he opened the
mercury container and spilled mercury on the bus.  Many students
played with the mercury and contaminated their shoes and
clothing, which was then tracked off the bus to their homes and
other schools.  On March 22, 2001, the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) requested assistance from the United
States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA).  On-Scene
Coordinators (OSCs) Jim Augustyn and Mark Durno mobilized with
the Superfund Technical Assessment and Response Team (START) and
the Emergency Rapid Response Services (ERRS) contractor to
respond to the mercury spill.  From March 23-27, 2001, Emergency
and Rapid Response Services (ERRS) conducted a removal action at
a residence, which included vacuuming of visible mercury and
removal and decontamination of affected items.  Superfund
Technical Assistance and Response Team (START) conducted
screening, with a Lumex RA-915 Mercury Vapor Analyzer, of
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residencies which were identified to be potentially contaminated. 
To date, no other residencies were identified as having
concentrations of mercury above the most conservative residential
cleanup criteria.  State and local officials responded quickly;
and thereby, greatly reduced the spreading of the mercury
contamination throughout the community.

Contacts:  Jim Augustyn (440-250-1742)
           Mark Durno (440-250-1743)

Response, Monroe Street Mercury Spill, Elkhart, Indiana

On March 23, 2001, U.S. EPA On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Barbi Lee
and the Superfund Technical Assistance and Response Team (START)
responded to a report of mercury spilled in a home located in
Elkhart, Indiana, at the request of the Indiana Department
Environmental Management (IDEM).  IDEM reported that mercury
could be seen in the toilet of house being rented by a woman with
a young child.  A Lumex (Mercury Vapor Analyzer) was used to
conduct air monitoring readings in the home.  Readings on the
Lumex ranged from 100-800 nanograms per cubic meter (ng/m3).

However, because the mercury was located in the toilet, local
officials suspect that there was still mercury in the trap of the
home's sewer systems.  The City of Elkhart Public Works decided
to shut off the water to the home until the material had been
cleaned up.  The owner of the home was informed of the Public
Work's decision and will be hiring a contractor to remove the
mercury from the water pipes and traps of the home.  Because the
water supply was shut off, the resident was relocated with the
assistance of Red Cross.  IDEM and the Elkhart County Health
Department will conduct oversight of the cleanup and removal of
the mercury from the residence.

Contact:  Barbi Lee (312-886-5296)

Response, Kilby Road Tanker Spill, Cincinnati, Ohio

On March 26, 2001, On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Steve Renninger
received a spill report from the U.S. Coast Guard and Hamilton
County Emergency Management Agency about a tanker truck at Dry
Fork Creek.  OSC Steve Renninger, the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency (Ohio EPA), and the Superfund Technical
Assistance and Response Team (START) responded to the incident
that involved a 6,000-gallon tanker truck that broke through a
bridge guard rail and dropped 40 feet into Dry Fork Creek.  The
tanker spilled 5,500 gallons of landfill leachate waste and
engine oil into the Dry Fork Creek.  Response actions conducted
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by the trucking company response contractors included removal of
the remaining waste in the tanker and 40 cubic yards of
contaminated soil from Dry Fork Creek.  

Contact:  Steve Renninger (513-569-7539)

TRAINING/CONFERENCES

Facility Response Plan Seminar, Minneapolis, Minnesota

On March 21, 2001, the fifth Facility Response Plan (FRP) Seminar
was held in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The following topics were
discussed:  Alex Tzallas discussed FRP Preparation, FRP Review
Process, FRP 5 Year Review Process, Integrated Contingency Plans
Versus Facility Response Plans, Plan Deficiencies, Inspections
and Agency Expectations.  Barbi Lee discussed the Memorandum of
Understanding between the U.S. EPA and Department of
Transportation (DOT) and the new Vegetable Oil and Animal Fat
regulations.  Sheila Calovich discussed Unannounced Drills. 
Betty Lavis discussed Response Strategies and Beth Henning
discussed Legal and Enforcement Issues. 

The seminar was mostly attended by industry individuals
(including terminal owners/operators), consultants, and agency
personnel.  Attendees response was extremely positive, they found
the seminar and informational packets informative and helpful for
improving their oil programs.  In addition, numerous attendees
stated that they had traveled from other regional jurisdictions
because no such outreach existed in their region.

Contact:  Alexander Tzallas (312-886-0622)

SPCC Training, 2001 U.S. Army Water Issues Workshop, "Training
for the New Millennium," Charleston, South Carolina

On March 15, 2001, Barb Carr, Spill Prevention, Control, and
Countermeasure (SPCC) Coordinator, conducted a training for the
U. S. Army's Water Issues Workshop held in Charleston, South
Carolina.  The audience was comprised of Environmental Protection
Specialists, Environmental Coordinators, Environmental Program
Managers and Environmental Engineers.  All 150 of these staff
members have direct involvement in the SPCC Plan at their camps,
forts, depots and ammunition plants.  Headquarters, support
agency, and contractor personnel were also in attendance.

This national conference provided new information and updates in
regards to Leak Detection, Water and Wastewater Privatization,
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Potable Water Quality Studies, the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Stormwater Program, Groundwater
Remediation of underground storage tanks (UST) Leaks, and
Drinking Water regulations.  The SPCC training focused on
assisting the staff members to bring their facilities into
compliance with the SPCC regulation (40 CFR 112) and what to do
if their facility is selected for a compliance inspection.  In
addition, the financial and environmental effects of an oil spill
were depicted with examples and photographs and a summary of the
proposed New Rule was provided.   

Attendee response was extremely positive; the format of the
training enabled them to better understand the regulation and
what would be required during and after a facility inspection.  
Workshop organizers attributed the 25% increase in the number of
registrations to having the SPCC training on the agenda.

Contact:  Barb Carr (312-886-7187)

Western Lake Superior Sub-Area Port Area Committee (PAC)
Meetings, Duluth, Minnesota and Houghton, Michigan

The quarterly Western Lake Superior Sub-Area Port Area Committee
(PAC) meetings were held in Duluth, Minnesota (March 21, 2001),
and in Houghton, Michigan (March 28, 2001).  Items discussed at
the PAC meetings included several oil spill response exercises
planned for the Sub-Area this summer.  An oil spill response
equipment deployment exercise is planned for Isle Royale National
Park in early June as part of Canadian/United States Great Lakes
(CANUSLAK) 2001.  This exercise will involve representatives from
a variety of Canadian and American agencies, and will most likely
revolve around a hypothetical oil spill from Windigo at Isle
Royale.  Both Canadian Coast Guard and National Park Service oil
spill response equipment will be deployed to protect Isle Royale
during the exercise.  In addition, a large scale industry-lead
Preparedness Response Exercise Program (PREP) is planned for the
Duluth Murphy Oil Terminal in late August 2001.  This exercise
will test area response capabilities for a fuel oil spill in the
Twin Harbors of Duluth, Minnesota, and Superior, Wisconsin. 
Design team planning sessions are ongoing for both exercises, and
On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Michelle Jaster is participating on
both design teams.  During the meetings, OSC Michelle Jaster
followed up on the Inland Sensitivity Maps previously distributed
to all members of the PAC groups; and, U.S. Coast Guard personnel
provided the PAC members with an overview of Pollution Removal
Funding Authorizations (PRFAs).  PRFAs are one tool local and
State governments can utilize through the Coast Guard or the U.S.
EPA to access Federal Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund dollars for
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cleanups.  The next round of PAC meetings will be held in Duluth
and Houghton in late June.

Contact:  Michelle Jaster (734-692-7683)

Indiana State Emergency Response Commission Meeting,
Indianapolis, Indiana

On Monday, March 19, 2001, Sheila Calovich (Oil Planning and
Response Section) and Sonia Vega (Emergency Response Branch)
participated in the Indiana State Emergency Response Commission
(SERC) meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana.  The purpose of the
visit was to update SERC members on the Oil Pollution Act (OPA)
Sub-Area planning efforts that will begin in Indianapolis this
year.  In the future, there will be a meeting between U.S. EPA
and the Marion County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC)
regarding this planning.

Contact:  Sheila Calovich (312-353-1505)

cc:  Barry Breen (OECA)
     Steve Luftig (OSWER)
     Larry Reed (OERR)
     Larry Zaragoza (OSWER)
     Craig Beasley (OSWER)
     Michael Shapiro (OSWER)
     Sylvia Lowrance (OECA)
     Region 5 State Superfund Coordinators
     Division/Office Directors
     ORA State Coordinators
     Regional Team Managers


